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Oct. 10, 2008
Contact: Terry Weidner, Mansfield Center director, 406-243-2281,
terry.weidner@mso.umt.edu.
U.S. DIPLOMAT TO PRESENT LECTURE AT UM
MISSOULA —
U.S. Department o f State diplomat Richard Christenson will give the next presentation of
the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center’s Visser Lecture Series at The University of Montana
on Tuesday, Oct. 21.
He will present “Korea Behind the Headlines” at 7 p.m. in the University Center Theater.
The lecture is free and open to the public.
Christenson served more than a third of his distinguished 35-year diplomatic career on
Korea. From his unique perspective as both a Foreign Service senior officer and a diplomat, he
will discuss a wide range of historic and current issues, including the North Korean nuclear
program, Kim Jong IPs succession dilemma, the current state of the U.S.-Republic o f Korea
Alliance and the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement and its implications for the nation’s and
Montana’s beef ranchers.
Christenson began his long relationship with Korea and developed Korean language
fluency as a Peace Corps volunteer from 1967 to 1969. During his diplomatic career, he spent 14
years in Korea and in Washington, D.C., working in positions related to Korea. His first Foreign
Service assignment took him to the U.S. Embassy in Seoul.

From there, he moved to the Japan Desk at the State Department and went on to study
Japanese at the Foreign Service Institute. Early in his career, he served as staff aide to
Ambassador Mike Mansfield in Tokyo and worked as a political officer analyzing and reporting
on Japanese politics.
In 1988 Christenson was reassigned to the U.S. Embassy in Seoul as chief of the
Political-Military Affairs section. In 1994 while serving as consul general in Okinawa, he was
asked to accompany President Jimmy Carter on his trip to North Korea and subsequently
undertook five additional North Korean missions.
From 1994 to 1996, he served in the State Department as deputy director for Korean
affairs, and from 1996 to 2000 returned to Korea as deputy chief of mission at Embassy Seoul.
He spent the following year as a senior fellow at the U.S. Institute of Peace in Washington, D.C.,
researching and writing on North Korea.
More information about the UM lecture series is on the Mansfield Center’s Web site at
http://www.umt.edu/mansfield.
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